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LITURGY OF THE WORD
Presider
People

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
God’s mercy endures for ever.

Presider:

Let us confess our sins to God.

Presider and People:
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your
will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves,
and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the
evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and
strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your
love and serve only your will. Amen.
Presider:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE KYRIE
Presider:
People:
Presider:

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider:

Let us pray.
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone
astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast
faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ
your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am
God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me
and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said
to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of
nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made
you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make
nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between me and
you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be
God to you and to your offspring after you. God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you
shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give
you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come
from her.”
Reader:
People:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

THE RESPONSE: Psalm 22:22-30
Praise the Lord, you that fear him; *
stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel;
all you of Jacob's line, give glory.
For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;
neither does he hide his face from them; *
but when they cry to him he hears them.
My praise is of him in the great assembly; *
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: *
"May your heart live for ever!"
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, *
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.

For kingship belongs to the Lord; *
he rules over the nations.
To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *
all who go down to the dust fall before him.
My soul shall live for him;
my descendants shall serve him; *
they shall be known as the Lord'S for ever.
They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn *
the saving deeds that he has done.

THE EPISTLE: Romans 4:13-25
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no
law, neither is there violation. For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may
rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I
have made you the father of many nations”) —in the presence of the God in whom he believed,
who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against
hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was
said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered
his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or
when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning
the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully
convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore his faith “was reckoned to
him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake
alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord
from the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our
justification.
Reader:
People:

HYMN

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL: Mark 8:31-38
Presider:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise
again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers,
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save
it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can
they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in
the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
Presider:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE HOMILY

Rev. Dr. Pamela Stuerke

MUSIC
THE NICENE CREED

(Read by all)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader:
People:

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Leader:
People:

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

Leader:
People:

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

Leader:
People:

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Leader:
People:

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Leader:
People:

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Leader:
People:

Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

Leader:
People:

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Leader:

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

Silence
Presider:

Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only
what accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our
blindness cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Presider:
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Presider and People:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE PEACE
Presider:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Presider:
People:

Lord of the Feast,
We thank you for gathering us as your people. We call to remembrance the
many times we have been fed at your table and we lament our distance now.
Be present Lord Jesus as you were present with your disciples, be known to
us in the breaking of the bread, and may your Holy Spirit sustain us and all
your Church until we can gather together again. We ask this for the sake of
your love. Amen.

THE BLESSING
Presider:

Bow down before the Lord:
Keep this your family, Lord, with your never-failing mercy, that relying solely on
the help of your heavenly grace, they may be upheld by your divine protection;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE DISMISSAL
Presider:
People:

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

